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S.U. Computing Services Plan Available
by Robert Cymbala
As part of reorganization and downsizing, Syracuse
University has merged Computing and Network Services
and Academic Computing Services into a single unit
called Computing Services (CS). A document called
"Comprehensive Plan for computing at S.U." is available
on-line through SUINFO. It describes this new organiza-
tion and it,s priorities, and how anyone who uses comput-
ers can expect to be affected. The plan encourages and
assumes that many more students will purchase their own
personal computer, the University will eventually have
just one academic mainframe operating system, Unix, as
the VAX o.s. will be gone this year and the CMS o.s.
will be gone some unspecified day. the plan includes an
interesting and thorough look at the latest and most ad-
vanced computer technologies and revolutions in the
world today. Thus, "it will not be long before every com-
puter will also effectively be a telephone, and every tele-
phone will have at least some processing capability."
During the first half of the 1990's, budget cuts "will
move SU from a computing investment level near the av-
erage of leading research universities to well below aver-
age.
" "Administrative infrastructure"
, (that which is
needed to continue to "do business", including payroll, ac-
counts receivable, student records, etc.) will receive top
priority, followed by 
"all academic and administrative ser-
vices that are essential to maintaining our status as a mod-
ern research and teaching university."
While the Unix system will continue to be enlarged and
upgraded, there will be a continued migration from central
mainframe computing to interconnected and, according to
the plan, "very reliable" desktop computers and client/
server systems. The SUVM mainframe will "eventually"
be gotten rid of in favor of Unix-based systems (even so,
note that a new mail system, "mail," and Usenet news,
"
nnr,
" have recently been introduced, among other
things). In addition to the potential loss of excellent tape
facilities and Listserv lists, the removal of SUVM would
have significant impacts upon and require adjustments by
teachers and researchers at ESF and SU. The gains or an
expanded Unix-based system are covered in detail in the
plan.
ACS NET will be phased out to be replaced by FAST
NET, with the result of eliminating "dumb terminal"
access. In other words, FASTNET is a computer-to-
computer (10 million bits/second) link which will
make the use of a personal computer mandatory if one
wants to use an SU mainframe. Unless one can ac-
cess a privately owned p.c., expect to be doing your
computing in a University cluster in front of an Apple,
IBM, Microsoft, or Sun product.
To read the plan, give the command 
"SUINFO"
from a SUVM mainframe account. Enter the numbers
"
2" and "4" in response to the first two screens. The
plan will be revised by the end of March 1993. Part
of the revision process includes open forums to be
held this fall (refer to the log messages).
Survey Results
by Carol Griffin
Last weeks' Knothole contained the report issued by
the Climate for Women Task Force. The report briefly
mentions some of the ways the campus climate nega-
tively affects women at ESF. If you"re interested in
this topic I urge you to read the Report to the President
which describes in detail the ways that faculty and
staff behavior
, interactions with male students, and
College practices and policies adversely affect women
at ESF.
In December 1990, as part of a class project, I sent a
survey to all graduate women to examine their percep-
tions of ESF. Women were asked about their general
perceptions about ESF and about their interactions
with male faculty and students. The response format
included a five point scale and a series of open ended
questions. The following summary highlights some of
the major findings from the survey.
Differential Treatment of Women
. 39% said women and men graduate students are
treated differently at ESF
. 46% said their intellectual ability or professional
potential are questioned by. male faculty more than
male graduate students
. 34% did not think they are as likely to get a job
in their chosen field as a male graduate student
Results, continued on p. 6
























The Knothole is the student
publication of the State University
of New York College of
Environmental Science and
Forestry. It is published every
Wednesday during the school year.
The deadline for submitting
pieces for publication is
Thursday, 4:00 pm, of the week
before they are to appear. (On
disk, The deadline is Friday, 12
noon.) Letters to the Editor will
not be printed unless they are
signed. Articles must also contain
the writer's name (names will be
withheld upon request). The
opinions expressed are those of the
writer only and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the paper's
staff or anyone else affiliated with
the College. We strongly
encourage any countervicws,
articles, notices, suggestions, and
new staff members. The Knothole
staff meets in Room 22 in the
basement of Bray, Wednesdays at
5:00 pm. Phone: 470-6892.
c Letter to the Editor 3
Dear Editor,
I have one question I want to ask the college which has puzzled me
for a while. Seeing that we consider ourselves a college that is cen-
tered around knowledge about the environment and learning to use re-
sources efficiently, why is it that very few, if any, handouts for classes
are copied on both sides of the paper? It is a very simple concept and
uses only half the resources! If we cannot practice what we preach
here, then how can we expect to in the "real" world?
Kathryn Conant
I spoke with Steve Darrow, our printer in Central Duplicating. He
said that it is up to the instructor to decide how to print the handouts.
He also said that sometimes the ink will bleed on the backside of the
page, so maybe that,s why some instructors prefer to have handouts
printed on one side only. -Editor
******«************************************************#************
This week, Syracuse University is holding a Rape Awareness Week, sponsored
by S.C.A.R.E.D. (Students Concerned About Rape EDucation), the Peer Sexuality
Program and the R.A.P.E. Center. To find out about what is going on around the
SU campus, check the Daily Orange or look for posters around campus. At the
end of the week, the Take Back the Night March and Rally will start on Friday, at
6:30 pm starting at the Hall of Languages. Although all students can participate in
the rally after the march, only women can participate in the march. Try to get in-
volved in some aspect this week, for rape is something that affects us all (like sexu-
al harassment). If you can,t get involved, at least think about how it might affect
you or someone you know, and how you can do your part to educate yourself about
it.
On a lighter note, I'd like to present an exerpt from my favorite book Zen and
the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance. I,m sure that everyone can derive some mean-
ing from it...
"
Mountains should be climbed with as little effort as possible and without desire.
The reality of your own nature should determine the speed. If you become restless,
speed up. If you become winded, slow down. You climb the mountain in an equi-
librium between restlessness and exhaustion. Then
, when you
'
re no longer think-
ing ahead, each footstep isn't just a means to an end but a unique event in itself.
This leaf has jagged edges. This rock looks loose. From this place the snow is less
visible, even though closer. These are the things you should notice anyway. To
live only for some future goal is shallow. It's the sides of the mountains which sus-
tain life, not the top..."
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COMPUTER VIRUS WARNING - IBM clus-
ter
In the October 21 issue of the Knothole, the lead article
lent some space to an article entitled "IBM Computer
Warning." The computer center staff would like to thank
the writer for the enlightened view of the problem. In re-
sponse to the warning, a new item has been added to the
start-up menu on the IBM cluster.
Since most of the applications packages for the cluster
operate off a DEC MicroVAX II network server, the cluster
could probably operate in a disk-less environment which
would minimize the damage from viruses. However, in the
varied climate of ESF, many classes require unusual pack-
ages and others run smoother by down-loading to the stand-
alone hard disk (c: drive). The cluster therefore maintains
units with hard disks containing some executable files.
These are the ones that the DIR II virus referred to in the
article are supposed to attack. When a user addresses a per-
sonal disk with an a: prefix, it is possible that the virus on
c: can migrate to the a: drive, and vice versa! The only files
affected, however, are the executable types listed, not
"data" files. Therefore, it is recommended that users orga-
nize their disks into systems, applications, and data catego-
ries.
The computer center is constantly monitoring the action
of this and other viruses. To date the only way we have
been able to force a disk failure from the DIR II virus has
been by the use of the Norton Disk Doctor on an infected
disk. The assumption is that because this package attempts
to reorganize file addresses, the previous viral activity
against the FAT table creates a conflict during the clean-up
process. We have also observed occasional messages that
the "FAT table is bad" when the virus is present. This mes-
sage, however, does not mean that the whole table is neces-
sarily ruined, and most of the time the table can be restored.
Although both of these viral "sicknesses" can not categori-
cally be traced to the virus, it is wise to be prudent and
react accordingly.
For our part, we are adding a new menu item called
cleana which will run an anti-virus program against your
disk and either give it a clean bill of health or report those
files infected. If the report appears, the files have already
been cleansed so respond with an enter and continue on un-
daunted. It is suggested that this program be invoked when
first starting an episode and just before finishing one -
eventually the virus population will be diluted but unfortu-
nately never eradicated.
Once again, thank you for bringing the problem to light
and we apologize for any inconvenience our oversight may
have caused. Please believe that our major concern is al-
ways for the user and if any other undesirable policies need
airing, please do so.
C.N. Lee, Director Computer Services
GAMMA DELTA THETA by Michelle Balzano
It has been a pretty quiet week for the sisters. But
that is OK since most of us are studying for midterms.
We are enjoying it because it is one of very few. We
are still raising money for CROP WALK and it will
take place at the Dome on Sunday, October 25th.
Thanks to everyone who supported us.
Our Haunted Hayride with Kappa Phi is Friday the
23rd. I'm sure the staff will remember us. The week
of October 26th to November 1st is Rape Awareness
Week and the sisters will be participating in various
discussions with other sororities at SU. Dance Mara-
thon is already on our minds, and we are planning to
do even better this year. We should be having another
bake sale soon so look for our signs. If you see Teres-
sa Dello Russo, Jodi Hayman, Rachel Rybak, or Jen
Schroeck wish them all a Happy Birthday!
Finally, I would like to announce that two of our
most talented sisters, Andrea Van Beusichem and Ka-
tie McConvey, will be making their piano and singing
debut live at the next T.G. They will be bringing you
hits from Air Supply, the Bee Gees and many more!!
Have a great HALLOWEEN!!!!!
News from Kappa Phi Delta by Cherry
Well, what can I say? It's been a while since I've
been delegated the responsibility of writing an article,
and I,m aiming to please. At the housewe are currently
entrenched in a rigorous social schedule. It's going to
be tough, so I hope all the choir boys can stick it out. I
know all the "kool-rods" will be able to adequately bal-
ance their time to show all our social cohorts what a
warm and friendly fraternity we are. Rooster, aren
,
t
the hogpiles gettin' monotonous? Speaking of tor-
ture...never mind. Anyway, one of our upcoming so-
cial events that I'd like to remind the pledges about is
the Alumni Pig Roast. You guys should prepare men-
tally and emotionally for this event, and start acting
like a team. A duck! C'mon Razor, get with the pro-
gram. Did I mention how cold the water is in the Adi-
rondacks this time of year? I found our first hand. In
addition, I received a drunken, nighttime chainsaw
safety course from Puff, Bloke, and Plunja. Spider, is
that really how it's done? Question: Is it necessary to
bring out the block in defense of the parking lot? I
don't think so. Hey! Don't shoot Smolt! By the time
this article is published, I expect that we will have a 3
and 1 record in intramural football. Krusty and Pug
would have it no other way. We are looking at a po-
tentially successful semester athletically, provided the
boys can find the time. Let's win some for the house
guys! Well, I'm running out of space and time, so let
me end this with a rhyme. When times are rough with
mid-terms near, don,t get stressed, and drink a beer.
I'll catch ya on the flip side stumpies.
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News from SAF by Jenny Kupp
Dr. Allen came to speak to us on October 20th about the North American Maple Project (NAMP). He showed
slides and described the different types of damage associated with maple decline. Then, he explained how the trees
are rated with respect to crown transparency and crown dieback. Finally, he showed us some of the results of the past
3-4 years, data. Unfortunately, our attendance has declined sharply from that of the first few weeks, and once again,
those of you who couldn't make it, missed a great lecture. Thank you very much, Dr. Allen!
Don,t forget the Lyons Falls trip on October 31. Reserve a seat on the van with Jim Sessions today!
Elections are coming up November 3 (along with pizza, a movie, and a very special presentation).
Trying to study, but the dorms are too loud? Do you miss home cooked meals? Spacious house looking for female
housemates. Close to classes. For more information, please call 423-8674. Non-smokers preferred.
Wanted
Subletter to share 4 bedroom apartment with three non-smoking females, starting in January. Rent is $175/month plus
1/4 of utilities. Non smoker preferred. If interseted, call 423-4429 after 5pm.
(f How to count the various types of snail darter, or: Why are there so may numbers in the
world?
By Darryl Guy Murdock
I would like to start this week's article with a short poem. Roses are red violets are pink, I've looked at your num-
bers and boy, do they stink! Man (or woman in deference to my many feminine friends) has an innate desire to make
his ( or her ) world quantifiable. In our frantic quest to understand our natural world, we oftentimes get caught up in
what I like to refer to as the numbers crunchers feeding frenzy. Numb(ers), YEA VERILY, statistics, are the sacra-
ment of the modern day scientist. Statistics confirm our hypotheses and allow us to make inferences about the na-
ture of reality. Please don't misunderstand. Modern statistics allow us to process a tremendous amount of data and
put it into some readily understandable format. It is with the construct of the test itself, the relationship between the
human understanding and the physical world broken down into quantifiable parts, that I take exception. We have
sometimes drawn relationships between ourselves and our natural environment out of thin air based on different sets
of data that "prove
" a correlation between certain things when, in fact, no such correlation exists. It was just dumb
luck.
Take, for instance, the ozone hole. Not to offend anyone's sensibilities, but many different researchers have
reached the conclusion that human activity may have little or no effect on the size, shape or location of the "hole" in
the ozone layer, which is most noticeable over Antarctica. In addition to the theory that humans are the root cause of
the ozone hole, volcanic eruptions, increased solar activity, and normal biospheric cyclical activity have all been cit-
ed as possible causes for this phenomenon. However, many 
"ecologically correct" organizations have undertaken a
massive effort to label humans as the culprits, often citing data from the very studies that disputed this claim!
Numbers and charts are great. I love charts. They make everything simple to understand, or do they? Look at the
following examples, on page 5. The exact same data was used with each graph. Only the scales were changed.
From the first example, you would probably conclude we will all be unable to respire by next Thursday morning.
From the second example, you could probably say that there is reason for concern over what was causing this in-
crease. From the third example, you might conclude that there was no such thing as a rise in C02 levels and that all
environmentalists are crackpots.
The point of this little exercise is that you will see statistics trotted out at a moment's notice to support any and all
positions on environmental issues, as well as getting a daily dose in the news media regarding unemployment, inter-
est rates
, and the global economy. Look at these numbers carefully. Make up your own mind whether or not there is
a connection between the numbers and whatever the creator of those numbers is trying to prove. Don,t just blindly
accept all of these "facts" and figures as the gospel according to Copernicus. Do think critically. You owe it to your-
self. After all, two out of three people often agree with me.
v J
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Results from p. 1
Women as Faculty Members. Authors, and Guest Speakers
. 84% said they did not have enough female faculty
role models and mentors at ESF
. 50% said women scientists should be used more fre-
quently in course readings,
55% said they should be used more frequently as guest
speakers in class, and 60% said they should be used more
frequently as campus wide speakers
Discrimination/Harassment
. 31% said they have been discriminated against as a
women by male faculty and 49% had seen other women
discriminated against; 27% said they had been discrimi-
nated against as a woman by male students
. 28% said male faculty frequently use sexist language
or humor while 47% said male students frequently use
sexist language or humor (i.e., "girl", jokes about wom-
e")
. 17% said male faculty frequently use verbal sexual
harassment while 30% said male students frequently
used verbal sexual harassment (i.e., remarks about
womens
' abilities)
. 10% said male faculty frequently use physical sexual
harassment and 11% said male students frequently used
physical sexual harassment (i.e., touching)
The report, Graduate Women Students Perceptions of Their
Experiences at SUNY-ESF. contains over 20 pages of com-
ments written by women who responded to the survey. A











"No pessimist ever discovered the se-
crets of the stars, or satted to an un-
charted Cand, or opened a neit> heaven
to the human spirit."
-Helen Keller
Q 0
Many students believe that the new Personal Protector Key Rings wil increase their saftey. According to public saftey,
approxiamtely 50 devices have been sold to students and faculty. Unfortunately, not as many students and faculty re-
sponded to the Knotpoll question. Thanks to everyone who voted in the poll and contributed helpful hints and com-
ments. Please keep them coming! Drop your ballot in the box in the enterance of Moon Library as soon as possible.
Our deadline is Friday, two days after the paper is out. We look forward to hearing a variety of responses.








Jim Hassett, Chuck Spuches and Sally Webster will provide a brief status report on their project to develop materials
that faculty may use to incorporate electronic mail into their courses.
This effort is funded in part by a SUNY Faculty grant for the improvement of Undergraduate Instruction.
Seminar participants will be invited to discuss and provide constructive feedback on the content, format, and scope of
the materials.
v Please Plan to Participate! >
Electronic Mail as an Instructional Tool
Fall 1992
Seminar on Instructon




Studio B- Illick Hall
Into the Mystic
" Each of us is in truth an unlimited idea of Freedom " - Richard Bach
I would like to extend a Thank You to a few of the many people that make ESF a much brighter place. In regards to
the Fall BBQ/Parent-Family Weekend, the entire campus should let the following people know what a GREAT job
they did. Without a doubt, Mr. Mike Huneke has been nothing less than incredible! He has managed the whole affair
with style, efficiency, and professionalism. The crew that made the whole weekend possible should also be congratu-
lated. Kathy Hickey and the Woodsmens Team have done an outstanding job with ticket sales to the actual BBQ activ-
ities. Kelly Porter has coordinated a majority of tasks (too many to list) and still was always able to smile. Jim Ses-
sions managed publicity so well that I,m sure there is a direct relationship between the advertisements and the new
record of tickets sold. Of course, this campus would literally cease to function if it wasn't for the wonderful guidance
and help from Barb Hasenstab (I,m horrible at spelling, so I hope this is right). Our great Recycling Club did a fantas-
tic job with the large undertaking of composting the BBQ waste. A special Thanks to Heidi and the sisters of Gamma
Delta Theta and Alpha Xi Sigma for their much needed help. Now for the many others whose help has not gone unno-
ticed; Physical Plant, Public Safety, Brian Bay and Kevin Hutton, Steve for doing the tickets in-house, Tour Guides,
the PSE, LSA, and WPE Departments, Kappa Phi Delta,s willingness to help, Small Stores (Kate, Brian, and Ravi),
Dr. Curry, Dr. Porter, Dr. Hall, Dr. Drew, the Keepers of the Greenhouses, the Undergraduate Student Association, the
adventurous Grease Pole Climbers, Karen White (Julia,s Catering), Event Productions, and all of the Parents, Friends,
Students, Faculty, and Staff that enjoyed themselves (about 460 BBQ tickets were sold...making this the largest BBQ/
Parent-Family Weekend ever!). Thank You All!
As a final note, those who are interested in helping the 4H Club should get in contact with me (479-0508) soon. Un-
til next week
Take Care and Remember to Smile, Ron Casey, Pres. of Undergrad. Student Assoc.
The Syracuse Community Choir will begin weekly rehearsals 7:30 pm Wednesday, Oct. 21 for its Winter Solstice
Concert. All are welcome and no auditions are necessary.
Rehearsals and concerts are wheelchair accessible; braille music is available; and childcare is provided. For more
information, call Robin Smith, 449-4215.
The Community Choir is directed by Karen Mihalyi. It is a not-for-profit, all-inclusive organization. The choir
,
s
music is progressive and addresses the issues of peace, freedom, and justice as well as a reverence for the earth and all
that inhabit it. The choir seeks to promote community involvement by providing an environment that includes all.
The choir's last concert, called Muevete, which means "get a move on," celebrated the Summer Solstice. It was








I,m searching EVERYWHERE to remind EVERYONE that the December Soiree
(with the exquisite theme, "An Evening of Celebration") will soon be coming to
an Onondaga County Convention Center near YOU! See YOU there!!!
X
 I
P.S. Ticket sales start on November 16th.









right here at 1ESIF I I
Come share your ideas and lend
a hand any, or every, tbuv&ds&y
at 5:30pm in Nifkin Lounge
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 28. Wednesday
Knothole meeting, 5 pm in Bray 22.
October 29, Thursday
Alpha Xi Sigma Honor Society meeting at 6:30 pm in Moon Conference Room.
Recycling Club meeting, 5:30 pm in Nifkin Lounge
November 4. Wednesday
Electronic Mail as an Instructional Tool, seminar in Studio B- Illick at noon. Bring your lunch.
Forest of Many Colors
Forest of many colors
Forest of many colors
Trees throw a celebration
of the grow'n and the fruit produce,n
and the seed readying-
Trees been a woric'n on *em all summer
Forest of many colors
Forest of many colors
Trees paint a celebration in maple and basswood
red and yellow-in ash and sugar maple
purple and gold
Trees paint a celebration
just before a take'n their long winter's rest
in aspen and birch golden yellow
in black cherry and tamarack orange-
Trees paint a many-colored celebration
just before a take'n their long gray winter's rest
Forest of many colors
Forest of many colors
Your trees have been shades of just
one color all summer
But your greens are grow'n dusty
come droughty old August
And dustier yet-by mid-September
It,s time for change-
Time for your green to retreat
Time for the forest of many colors
to come a swoop'n down from the mountaintops
and sweep the dusty green into the valley fields
Forest of many colors
Forest of many colors
Now your trees are turning from faded shades of green
Soon your trees will be turning gray
But this is the autumn and autumn
is the season in between-
Forest of many colors
Forest of many colors
Like the meadows in May
let the forest be glorious in her many-colored gaiety
in between the green and the gray
Forest of many colors
Forest of many colors
in between the summer's green
and the long winter's gray
Let the forest be glorious
May your forest be many-colored
-Dave Hassig
Essay Contest 
"Progressive Social Change in the 1990s"
For Example: How can we achieve progressive change
in US society today? How are concerned young people
responding to today
,
s most pressing problems? Are
emerging movements creating new ideas and posing po-
tential solutions? In what ways can new social institu-
tions be constructed?
Entries should be 2000 words or less
, written in Eng-
lish




All contestants will receive a free one-year subscrip-
tion to Monthly Review. Please send submissions to Es-
say Department, Monthly Review, 122 West 27th Street,
New York, NY 10001. For more information call (212)
691-2555.
Deadline: March 1, 1993
The Editors of Monthly Review will decide the win-
ners. All decisions are final.
